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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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Department of Information

and Documentation

Press Release

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation has received an
official clarification from the Embassy of Indonesia in Phnom Penh concerning the
article * Post-accords, the world’'s gaze shifted” of the Pnnom Penh Post on 21
October 2016, in which Journalist Shaun Turton misquoted the conversation with
Mr. Wiryono Sastrohandoyo, High Representative of Indonesia who attended the
Commemoration of the 25" Anniversary of the Paris Peace Agreement held on 20
October 2016 at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, and
wrote .. ..he recalled Hun Sen was a man who plays politic with guns.”

In the clarification, the Embassy of Indonesia affirmed as follows:

«- The quoted news is inaccurate, misquoted, misleading, and could
bring the wrong message to the public, as well as could potentially
disturb our excellent bilateral relations.

- Before leaving Phnom Penh, Ambassador Wiryono explained through
the Embassy and said * I need to explain regarding Phnom Penh Post
news item, in which I was reported in a misleading way. The context
was the time when Cambodia was in civil war, so every faction was
playing politics by the guns. It was Indonesia’s policy to end the
hostility by preventive diplomacy. Thus, there was even no reference at
all to PM Hun Sen.”

- Journalist Shaun Turton kept try to push Ambassador Wiryono with
some trapped questions, even Ambassador Wiryono already refused
to answer his questions. Ambassador Wiryono said that it is not in
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his capacity and domain to answer the questions and respond about
the current political situation in Cambodia. He fully realized that we
need to maintain the bilateral relations between Indonesia and
Cambodia in the spirit of non-interference in domestic affairs and
ASEAN solidarity.

- The Embassy has asked the Phnom Penh Post to make necessary

revision.»

Phnom Penh, 28 October 2016




