
SENIOR MINISTER 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

Your Excellency, 

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA 
NATION RELIGION KING 
~-

Phnom Penh, fX{ November 2016 

H.E. Ms. Claire Vander Vaeren 

United Nations Resident Coordinator 

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator 

Phnom Penh 

I would like to draw your attention to the recent statement of Ms. Wan-Hea Lee, 

Country Representative for the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights in 

Cambodia, demanding immediate explanation of and ·expressing her prejudices 

against the Royal Government of Cambodia concerning the attempted return of Mr. 

Sam Rainsy, the self-exiled president of the Cambodian National Rescue Party as 

published in the Cambodia Daily on 25 October 2016. 

Such comments have crossed the red line of the UN Charter (Paragraph 7 of 

Article 2) underlining the respect for sovereignty and non-interference as well as the 

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961 (Paragraph 1 and 2 of Article 41) 

requiring all official business with the government to be conducted with or through the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs or other ministry, not through the media. 

In reference to a Diplomatic Note No. 1109 10/MFA.IC dated 18 May 2015 of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia 

addressed to the Offices of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, UNICEF, 

UNFPA and UN Women in Phnom Penh as well as my letter dated 02 May 2016 

addressed to H.E. Mr. Zeid Ra'ad AI Hussein, High Commissioner for Human Rights, I 

have noted with deep regret that while the OHCHR has explicitly refused to mention the 

respect for sovereignty of Cambodia, its representative in Phnom Penh has continued 

interfering into the internal affairs of the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
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In the absence of a valid Memorandum of Understanding ( MoU ) between the 

Royal Government of Cambodia and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the 

current operation and activities of the OHCHR in Cambodia, including those of its 

Country Representative, are not legitimate. 

I would like to reiterate the RGC's firm commitment to improving the smooth 

and effective cooperation with the OHCHR through the early conclusion of the new 

MoU on the basis of the principle of respect for sovereignty and non-interference in 

Cambodia's internal affairs in full conformity of Article 2 (paragraph 7) of the UN 

Charter. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my high consideration. 

cc : H.E. Mr. Zeid Ra'ad AI Hussein 

High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Geneva 

PRAK Sokhonn 
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